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A Seeking God Lifestyle

Hosea 14:1-8
Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall! 2 Take words with you and return to the Lord.
Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips.3 Assyria cannot save us; we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made, for in you the fatherless find compassion.”4 “I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them. 5 I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily. Like a cedar of Lebanon he will send down his roots; 6 his young shoots will grow. His splendor will be like an olive tree, his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon. 7 Men will dwell again in his shade. He will flourish like the grain. He will blossom like a vine, and his fame will be like the wine from Lebanon. 8 O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? I will answer him and care for him. I am like a green pine tree; your fruitfulness comes from me.”
Revival is a sovereign (kingly) work of God whereby the Holy Spirit comes upon an expectant people with refreshing (energizing) power for the glory of his name and advancement of his kingdom.

“Revival is an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, brought about by the intercession of Christ, resulting in a new degree of life in the churches and a widespread movement of grace among unconverted. It is an extraordinary communication of the Spirit of God, a superabundance of the Spirit’s operations, and enlargement of his manifest power.”

Iain Murray, Pentecost – Today?: The Biblical Basis for Understanding Revival, pp. 23-24
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In his book of Hosea, Hosea is announcing why the judgment of God is falling on Israel. He also underscores that a repenting people enjoy the fellowship with the Lord and fruitfulness in living. 
Preparation for the highway of God begins with roadwork. 

“Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers righteousness on you.”
Cross references: 

A. Hosea 10:12 : S Ecc 11:1
B. Hosea 10:12 : S Pr 11:18; Jas 3:18
C. Hosea 10:12 : Jer 4:3
D. Hosea 10:12 : S Isa 19:22; Hos 12:6
E. Hosea 10:12 : S Isa 45:8
Hosea 10:12

What is involved in a seeking God lifestyle?
I. A seeking God lifestyle is rooted in the reality of the revealed character of God. (14:3b-8) 

II. A seeking God lifestyle is anchored in understanding what the Lord desires for our lives. (14:5-7) 


“If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the 
Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desire not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, we are like ignorant 
children who want to continue making mud pies in a slum because we cannot imagine what is meant by the 
offer of a vacation at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”


C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory
III. A seeking God lifestyle is a visceral knowledge that “sins have been your downfall” (v. 1); with an attendant hatred of sin.


“21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; 
walk in it.” 22 Then you will defile your idols overlaid with silver and your images covered with gold; you will 
throw them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, “Away with you!”


Isaiah 30:21-22


“Thus, our feeling of ignorance, vanity, want, weakness, in short, depravity and corruption, reminds us, that in 
the Lord, and none but He, dwell the true light of wisdom, solid virtue, exuberant goodness. We are accordingly 
urged by our own evil things to consider the good things of God; and, indeed, we cannot aspire to Him in earnest 
until we have begun to be displeased with ourselves. For what man is not disposed to rest in himself? Who, in 
fact, does not thus rest, so long as he is unknown to himself; that is, so long as he is contented with his own 
endowments, and unconscious or unmindful of his misery? Every person, therefore, on coming to the 
knowledge of himself, is not only urged to seek God, but is also led as by the hand to find him.”
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, I-1
IV. ...We “take words.” (v. 2) 

Repenting of sin is specific and results in a continuous turning to God. Repenting involves sorrow over the 
making of idols (which, in part, are systems we can control). The worship of which leads to destruction (8:4b), a 
squandering of identity(8:8) and great sorrow (9:10) Therefore repenting includes:


*Delighting in God and not being seduced by gifts.


“When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud;  then they forgot me.”
 Hosea 13:6


*True heart worship.


“For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.”  Hosea 6:6


*A life pattern of (gladly) sowing and reaping. 

Questions for Discussion:

1. What specific attributes of God in Hosea 14:3-8 compelled a return to the Lord?

2. What is the fruit of “a long obedience in the same direction”?

3. How do we show a visceral hatred of sin? (Matthew 5:29-30)

4. Is there a connection between MTD (morally therapeutic deism) and idolatry?

5. How is the standard understanding of repentance different from the glad-hearted repentance of scripture?

