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Silas: A Faithful Brother

1 Peter 5:12

12 By Silvanus(Silas), a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it. 

Silas, a companion of Peter and Paul, was a faithful brother because he was gospel-saturated (to the glory of God), dependable and his general character was one that inspired trust. 

Silas was a faithful brother:
I. He lived his life as a calling from God. And he lived with a sense of trust and dignity as he “stood firm in it”. 


“Calling is the truth that God calls us to himself (in Christ) so decisively that everything we are, 
everything we do, and everything we have is invested with a special devotion, dynamism, and direction 
lived out as a response to his summons and service.”

Os Guinness, The Call, p. 29


“9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.”

1 Peter 2:9-10


“Our primary calling as followers of Christ is by him, to him, and for him…Our secondary calling, 
considering who God is as sovereign, is that everyone, everywhere and in everything should think, 
speak, live and act entirely for him…This vital distinction between primary and secondary calling carries 
with it two challenges – first, to hold the two together, and second, to ensure that they are kept in the 
right order. In other words, if we understand calling, we must make sure that first things remain first 
and the primary calling always comes before the secondary calling. But we must also make sure that 
the primary calling leads without fail to the secondary calling.”

Os Guinness, The Call, p. 31


*People who are called out by the grace of the cross understand that we live before an audience of 
one.  We deal with God.”

II. He had proven character. (Acts 15:22)

III. He understood the importance of “exhorting and declaring this is the true grace of God.”

“The knowledge of God does not rest in COLD SPECULATION, but carries with it the HONORING of 
him…As often as Scripture asserts that there is one God, it is not contending over the bare name, but 
also prescribing that nothing belonging to his divinity is to be transferred to another.”

John Calvin, The Institutes of the Christian Religion, I-12-1
IV. …Knew the source of power. “Stand firm in it.”


“18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it 
is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory.”

2 Corinthians 1:18-20

Questions for Discussion:

1. Make a distinction between our primary calling and our secondary calling. How do we live our lives daily based upon this understanding?

2. How can you express your vocational calling as an act of stewardship and service to God and not selfishness?


“I believe God made me for a purpose, but I also believe he made me fast. And when I run, I feel his 
pleasure.”

Eric Liddel, “Chariots of Fire”, 1981

3. What does “proven character” look like?
4. What happens when every issue/controversy is a “high alert issue”?
5. Explain the concept of “on a scale of 1-10…” How should this concept govern the way we approach life?
