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The Vital Importance of Community
1 Peter 5:14
Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ
Thesis: We are people of Christ-honoring as we keep coming to the living stone whose name is Jesus.
“4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 2:4-5
“Gracious (grace-filled, gospel-oriented) souls are never perfectly at ease except when they are in a state of nearness to Christ; for when they walk away from Him, they lose their peace. The nearer to Him, the nearer to the perfect calm of heaven; the nearer to Him, the fuller the heart is, not only of peace but of life, vigor, and joy, for these all depend upon a constant relationship with Christ. What the sun is to the day, what the moon is to the night, what the dew is to the flower, such is Jesus Christ to us…”

Charles Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, August 22
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The Four Spheres of Life





All of life (including community and relationships) are lived out with the understanding of the glory of the living God that is found in the person and work of Christ. 

· 1 Peter 1:3-12 ( “Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (v. 13)


“Mercy is the only antidote against sin. It is of a thawing nature; it will loose the heart that is frozen up 
in sin; it will make the unwilling willing to come to Jesus Christ for life…I am persuaded, that men 
believe that there is grace and willingness in the heart of Christ to save sinners…They would come 
tumbling into his arms – but Satan has blinded their minds…”

John Bunyan, The Jerusalem Sinner Saved 
· 1 Peter 1:17: “And if you call on him as a Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout thetime of your exile.” ( “Knowing that you were ransomed…with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” (vv. 18-19)


“O Lord, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am!”

Psalm 39:4


“7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and 
if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.”

Romans 14:7-9


“A Christian man is the most free lord of all and subject to none; a Christian man is the most dutiful 
servant of all, and subject to everyone.”
Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian
· 1 Peter 1:22: “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart.” ( “Since you have been born again not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.” (vv. 22-23)
The tangible reality of what it means to love each other in the midst of community in Christ.
“7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.”

1 Peter 4:7-9
“Marriage involves a flawed person, in a comprehensive and interdependent love relationship with another flawed person, in the middle of a fallen world, but with a faithful Savior. Because this is the unchangeable reality of every marriage, there is not a day in any marriage where ministry is not required. The person you are living with is in the process of being restored. Your spouse is not yet the person God created him or her to be in this life. By his grace, God has drafted you into his service and called you to be a tool of restoration in the life of your spouse.”

Paul David Tripp, Broken Down House, p. 194

Redemptive communities…transformed by the word of God…missional.


Link Night – Sunday, September 15, 6:30-8:30pm

Further Reading:
· Seven Men: And the Secret of Their Greatness, Eric Metaxas
· Broken Down House: Living Productively in a World Gone Bad, Paul David Tripp

· “The Jerusalem Sinner Saved”, John Bunyan, http://www.chapellibrary.org/johnbunyan/text/bun-jerusalem.pdf
· The Freedom of a Christian, Martin Luther, http://www.theologynetwork.org/unquenchable-flame/starting-out/the-freedom-of-a-christian.htm[image: image2.png]



