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“Be On Your Guard”

2 Peter 3:14-18
14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

As Peter brings his second epistle to a close, he pleads with fellow believers to be earnest in living with zeal for Christ so that they might be found “spotless, blameless, and at peace with him” at his coming or at the end of their days.
*Make every effort = hurry, hasten, take pains.

“15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”




2 Timothy 2:15
“3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
 Ephesians 4:3
How do we “make every effort”? 

“Be on your guard”. (v. 17)
“20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith.” 







1 Timothy 6:20-21
To “be on your guard” means to be protected by taking careful measures; to carry out sentinel functions so that you will not be carried away/swept away by the error of lawless men and fall/drift/be blown off course/run aground from your secure position.
“Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, the part of you that chooses, into something a little different from what it was before. And taking your life as a whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly turning this central thing either into a heavenly creature or into a hellish creature: either into a creature that is in harmony with God, and with other creatures, and with itself, or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God, and with its fellow – creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of creature is heaven: that is, it is joy and peace and knowledge and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each of us at each moment is progressing to the one state or the other.”

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 87 (III-4)

Guard ( carried away ( “lose your own stability” (ESV)
(Q): “May not true believers, by reason of their imperfections and the many temptations and sins they are overtaken with, fall away from the state of grace? (A):  true believers by reason of the unchangeable love of God, and his decree and covenant to give them perseverance, their inseparable union with Christ, his continual intercession for them, and the Spirit and seed of God abiding in them, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but are kept by power of God through faith unto salvation.”

Larger Catechism, Question 79

 “Nevertheless, they may need through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their preservation, fall into grievous sin; and for a time, continue therein: whereby they incur God's displeasure, and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded; hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves.” (Psalm 51:8-12)

Westminster Confession of Faith, (XVII-3), Perseverance
How to be on your guard?

1. It should be in the company of the committed “dear friends”. (v. 14)
2. Carried out with prudence “since you already know this…” (The importance of clear thinking).
3. Understand the process of being “carried away” or “swept away” or “blown off course”.

4. The end result: falling from a “loss of stability or security or steadfastness”.

