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“Make Every Effort” Part II

2 Peter 3:14-18

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

Two key themes in the book of 2 Peter are centered on:

1. False teaching.

2. The dynamic and power to change.

“3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.”
2 Peter 1:3-9

“For mere improvement is not redemption, though redemption always involves people even here and now and will, in the end, improve them to a degree we cannot yet imagine. God became man to turn creatures into sons: not simply to produce better men of the old kind but to produce a new kind of man. It is not like teaching a horse to jump better and better but like turning a horse into a winged creature.”

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 183

The strong and abiding reality of Christ is the key to radical change in the life of a Christ-follower.

“I tell you with tears how much needless pain I have borne in my own life because I have been so slow to look to Him and believing prayer. Look to Jesus, fix your eyes on him. I know of no one else who can help the heart in its deepest needs, who can comfort the so, dry the tears, or even bring us to more sincere tears for our cleansing and healing.”

C. John Miller, The Heart of a Servant Leader, p. 186

knowledge feeds grace and grace fuels knowledge.

*Beware of r_________________

*Pray against/stand against m_______________________ s_______________________. 

“If we let him – for we can prevent him, if we choose – he will make the feeblest and filthiest of us into a small god or goddess, a dazzling, radiant, immortal creature, pulsating all through with such energy and joy and wisdom and love as we cannot imagine, a bright stainless mirror which reflects back to God perfectly (though of course on a smaller scale) his own boundless power and delight and goodness. The process will be long and in parts very painful; but that is what we are in for. Nothing less.” 

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 176

As you contemplate the wonder and the glory and the majesty of the triune God fully displayed in the Lord Jesus Christ.

*Beware of minimalizing the glory and the majesty of Christ.

“5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 


 2 Corinthians 10:5
“The critical thrust of the passage is directed against christological heresy. Some of the Corinthians had been duped into believing dangerous and erroneous ideas about Jesus and his gospel. Paul traces these ideas to the “false apostles” who were really servants of Satan…His objective was to purify their understanding of Christ. Therefore, in its original context, demolishing strongholds refers to changing wrong ideas about Christ in the minds of believers who had been influenced by demonically inspired teaching.”

Clinton Arnold, Three Crucial Questions About Spiritual Warfare, pp. 54-55 (2 Corinthians 11:3-4) 

Lord = the mighty God; Jesus = Savior, the one who saves us from our sin, Christ = the promised one who came as predicted (Messiah).

Application:

As you consider 2012 and the exhortation to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ…”, what two prayer objectives would you bring before the Lord?

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________
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